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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This a detailed report outlining concerraised bythe Vancouver School Board®/SB) plan to
subdivide the field of Graham BruEtementary SchoobiBruce Schoé) in the Renfrew
Collingwood area of Vancouver.i§teport covers various aspects and implications of the
proposed subdivision, including demographic data, housing developments, enroliment
forecasts, program spaces, equota access to recreation resources, and more.

The mainsectionshighlighted in the report are as follows:

1. Housing Considerationgliscusses theecenthousing developments in the Renfrew
Collingwood area and how they impact the need for public sphlkefruce Field.

2. Enrollment Forecastsanalyzes the enrollment trends at Bruce School, pointing out the
VSB's lack of accuracy in predicting enroliment growth

3. Program Spaces & Alternative Use of Spagdiscusses the importance of considering
alternativeuses for surplus school space, such as childcare and recreation programs

4. Equitable Access to Recreation Resourga®sents data on equity indicators in parks
and recreation resources across Vancouver neighborhoods.

5. Demographic Profile of RenfrevZollingvood: using 2021 Census datajs section
discusses the unique characteristics of Renff@ellingwood's population, emphasizing
the need for equitable access to public spaces.

6. Comparisons with Other Elementary School Sitesmpares the size of Bruce Solis
site to other schoolgjrawing attention tothe discrepancies in the decision to downsize
Bruce School.

The report concludes by summarizing its findings and emphasizing the importance of retaining
BruceField for the community's webleing and educadinal needs.

Overall, thigeport providescomprehensiveeasoningagainst the proposed subdivision of
Bruce School's field, presenting data and analysis to suppodgkertionthat the decision is
not in line with equity, transparency, and accountabiptynciples outlined in education
policies.
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2. INTRODUCTION

Since 1964, Graham Bruce ElementaBruceSchoof bas provided accessible public
education space to generations of studemdghe RenfrewCollingwood area of Vancouver

Bruce Schoak a wonderful place of learningt is a school that is loved ardimired by its
students, parents, teachers, staff and community. It is a true neighbourkobdol in
Vancouver, with its own unique approach that makes it greaianyEnglish languageéarners,
an active parent group, strong connections to Collingwbi@ijhbourhood House, childcare
options in an area with much less before and aftehooloptions than most communities in
Vancouver, great teachers and a diverse syitink: RenfrewCollingwood Majp

3. THE:t{.Q{ t[!b THEBRUCEBHELBLS5O

On June 2, 2023, the Vancouver School Baard BSEjisent aetter to Bruce{ OK2 2 f Q&
parents and guardianadicatingthe VS & LINtR duld&itlefBruce School's field.

The VSBas proposedo sell orlongterm lease the eastern portion of the field highlighted
below (the 'BruceFeld") to generatecapital revenue.

Graham D Bruce
Elementary
School

The VSB has stated that the purpose of the plan is to adésesspital commitments and
priorities that it states would benefgtudents in the VSB.
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https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUeFjbqxFK-p_eyhQ?e=auAcc0
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUer9mcgxwluTT0As?e=bsWgYi
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUer9mcgxwluTT0As?e=bsWgYi
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The June 2023 Report states tlittie site has good potential to achieve community benefit
while generating neeell capitalX €

Howeverthe capitalfrom the Bruce Field subdivision will not Bocated tomuch needed
repairsat Bruce School Bruce{ OK 2 2 f Q & in velzApboR donfiEon"Aaécording to the
VSB's owrracilityCondition IndexandH1 status, which is the most vulnerable to structural
failure in the event of an earthquake.

Thelack ofcapitalbenefits to Bruce Schoionly one of the2 S NB A A KGa 2F (G KS
subdivide the Bruce Field

More notably, the VSB'planfor Bruce Schodhils tocontemplatethe community'ssocial
indicatorsg vital metrics encompassing student diversity, communiggds and accessibility.
Whenplanningschool facilities, its paramount that the plans mirror the social indicators of the
areato ensure that appropriate resourcese appliedo the diverse array of student
backgrounds and needs.

The June 202BReportdoes not offer any information regarding the community's requirements
or the potential utilization of excess space to align with the community's needsMirhstry of
9RdzOF GA2Yy | yR [/ fidrkhie &hobl BNEBNQ Elosid MBEoshlp@id dated
September 3, 2008xplicitly emphasizes the importance of making school space accessible for
alternative community purposes.

Further, theStatement of Education Policy Order (Mandate for the School SySbeder In
Council 1280/8% @rder In Council 1280/89,inade pursuant tdhe School Agtsection 169
(3), provides that the'Attributes of the Public School Systeare as follows

1 Relevance; programs are current, and relevant to the needs of the learner.

1 Equity¢ resources are allocated fayrl

 AccountabiltycX ® LI} NSy da FyR (KS O pogdssbfiséhools NB

and are involved as partners in planning.

This report presents data concerning the Bruce School community and ReGibdingwood,
sourced from the VSB, the City of Vancouver, BC Statistics, and the 2021 Census by Statistics
CanadaThe discussion evaluates the relevance, equity, and accountability in the decision
making process to subdivide the Bruce Field. The information presented shows wBrytee
Fieldis needed now and why will be needed even more by the Bruce Schmwhmunity in the
future.
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https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUcvxaYpamrz0jrE4?e=54lyTQ
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUd2suq-ncTYd7GU0?e=zxDZqE
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/public-schools/school-building-closure-and-disposal#:~:text=Available%20school%20space%20should%20be,social%20services%2C%20community%20recreation%20programs.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/public-schools/school-building-closure-and-disposal#:~:text=Available%20school%20space%20should%20be,social%20services%2C%20community%20recreation%20programs.
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUgQHY1j1457IVzBiR?e=viMawg
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUgQHY1j1457IVzBiR?e=viMawg

5. HOUSINGONSIDERATIONS

In a closeeloor VSBsession held on September 28, 2020, Bmardmade the decision to

move forward with subdividing the Bruce Fielgollowing this, on October 20, 2020, tW&B
formally submitted a subdivisioapplicationto the City of Vancouver. Notably, there was no
opportunity for public input prior to this submission, despite the requirement outlineQriger

In Councill280/89 that necessitates the involvement of Bruce School's parents and the local
community as planning partners in such matters.

On April 9, 2021 he City & Vancouver issuedgeliminary approval lettem respect of the

subdivisiorof the Bruce FieldAccording tahe/ A (1 @ Q & letter XhNP{ & sGhdivision

approval forthe Bruce Fieléxpiredon October6, 2021. Intheir June 2023 Reporthe VSB

staffQ &  adittedyany indicatiorthatthe+ { . Q& LINSf A Y A yHad\&pirddwd INB O £ €
years ago

Since thesubdivisiorapproval has expiredhe VSB wilhow need to file a new subdivision

application with the City of VancouveBut the data underlyingt { . ofdlgialsubdivisiorplan

in 2020is outdated. It does not align witttcommunity needs in view d@he increase in housing
developmentsn RenfrewCollingwoodsince 2020 TherecentsurgeA Y G KS | NBF Qa K2 dz
developments supports the need to retain the Bruce Field as public $paties increagng

density.

5.1 Local Area HaingGrowthIndicators

¢KS +{. Q& WdzyS H n HooBrue&3ckodlEnd/iniedharéRaimily of Rdhabls
which forecasts a decline in student enrolmeatustify the downsizing of Bruce School

The VSR énrolmentprojection datafor the Windermere Family of Schodobtained from

Baragar forecasti® the Long Range Facilities Plan 2021 updri@ CSrrert LRFP 0Pgge 48

of the Current LRF® I i G KS SyR 27F (KS HnkoNEniforedasNI I NI LIKO &
referenced throughout this report are the Baragar baseline forecastglamat include local

assessments of the impaot changes to residential housing stock in a local@éa 6 SY LIK | & A &
added)

In the proces®f making decisions on school sites, it's crucial to consider local changes in
housing data. Local changes in housing stock, such as new developments or phiftdation
density, can significantly impact the number of potential students in an area. By factoring in
these changeghe Districtcan generate more accurate enroliment projections. This ensures
that school sitesre adequately sized to accommodate tvegpected student population
without being overly strained or underutilized.

The following sectionpresent(i KS / A (i & 2datacorfiyhidghdzghBshaitial rise in
recent housing developments in Renfrew Collingwood.
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https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUgQHY1j1457IVzBiR?e=7npZPz
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUgQHY1j1457IVzBiR?e=7npZPz
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUbfiOnCvji0sWlCE?e=VNKxP8
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/5055/windermere-hub
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUgQatRYIypylRPTej?e=67eGMQ
https://media.vsb.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/district-overview-v-4-current.a89c4b62661.pdf#page=48
https://media.vsb.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/district-overview-v-4-current.a89c4b62661.pdf#page=48

5.2 Increase iBuildingPermits foDwelling Use

According to the City of Vancouvene of the bespublic data setto measurerecent
development is the number of building permissuedfor dwelling useas follows:

Number of Building Permits for Dwelling Use -
City of Vancouver 2019 to 2022
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M # Building Permits issued for Dwelling Use - City of Vancouver Open Data 2022
m # Building Permits issued for Dwelling Use - City of Vancouver Open Data 2021
M # Building Permits issued for Dwelling Use - City of Vancouver Open Data 2020

M # Building Permits issued for Dwelling Use - City of Vancouver Open Data 2019

Based on the datéor the last 4 yearRenfrewCollingwood has theecond highest number of
building permits for dwelling usén Vancouver The number of dwelling uggermits issuedn
RenfrewCollingwood exceeded theumbers reflectedin almostall other area of Vancouver.

5.3 NewMulti-ResidentiaDevelopmersg

In addifon to dwelling use permits, the2a  @at$e&8sy20 newnulti-residential
developments proposed in Renfre@ollingwoodsince 2019 | SNBSS Q& | fAad 2F NBC
developments hsed on the City of Vancouvedpen data
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Renfrew Collingwood Rezoning & Development applications from 2019 onwards
Address Approx. # of units School Estimated

Application Date catchment  Family Suites

(35%)

3362-3384 Vanness Ave & 3347 Clive Ave 2022-07-28 679 Bruce 238
4708 loyce Street 2023-07-17 61 Bruce 21
5019-5039 Payne S5t 2023-02-06 117 Bruce 41
5055 Joyce Street 2020-09-21 360 Bruce 126
2970 Kingsway 2020-lul-15 127 Grenfell 44
3030 Kingsway 2023-Jan-11 21 Grenfell 7

3235-3261 Clive Avenue 2019-Apr-26 68 Grenfell 24
3282 - 3302 Queens Ave 2021-Dec-15 19 Grenfell 7

3625 - 3639 Kingsway 2021-03-03 38 Grenfell 13
4506 Rupert Street 2020-12-10 55 Grenfell 19
5163-5187 Joyce St 2020-09-25 203 Grenfell 103
5427 Joyce Street 2020-Sep-3 68 Grenfell 24
2725-2751 Kingsway 2021-Aug-11 217 Morquay 76
4310 Slocan 5t 2020-Nov-30 8 Morquay 3

4928 - 4938 Earles 5t 2022-09-21 12 Morguay 4

5026 - 5076 Earles 5t 2022-5ep-28 131 Morquay 46
2930 Renfrew 5t 2023-06-05 76 Renfrew 27
3747-3761 Renfrew 5t 2022-06-30 18 Renfrew 6

TOTALS | 2368 _l 829

From a review of the above list, tmew developmentsvill bring over 2,300 new homes.

Unlike past developments in the area, these new developments will be more accessible to
families for the following reasons:

§ There are ommunitygroups that areactively advocatingd KS / A& Qa8 NBIT 2y Ay 3
depatment for morefamily units inthe newhousing developments to make up for the
lack of family housing in the aré@m prior development projects
1 Many of thesenew developments will contain dedicatezhildcarespace forchildren O
to 5 years of age. A example, the project &@3623384 Vanness Ave & 3347 Clive
Ave (which is ashortwalk from Bruce Schogbroposes679 new homesnd 37
dedicatedchildcarespaces
1 Many of thesenew developmentsare creating housing exclusively for renpalrposes.
As an example, thre will be 61 new homes being constructed directly actbssstreet
from Bruce School at 4708 Joyce Street, and all 61 new homes will be rental units.
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Preserving the Bruce Field in this growing area is impoltacause it ensures that there is

FRSIjdzr 6S AYFNI &G NHzOGdzNBE G2 | O02YY2RIGS GKS Ay
sense of community and stability for residents while preventing overcrowtingQa S @A RSy i
there will be a lot more housjndevelopments in the ardeasedorii KS  / A& 2F =+l yO2d
estimatesand (i K S Nd@rito add public space.

Further, there will be more families moving into RenfrewCollingwoodarea due to more
accessible housing initiatives. The full site at Bruce S¢hduding the Bruce Fieldvill be
fully needed to accommodate the future growth in the student pejoon.

6. ENROLMENAROJECTIONS

The+ { .A@niinistrative Procedure 54@ates that the Districtwill k £ AT S Rlalyl FNRY &
other reliable data sources on populatitvands of school age children and school enrolment

that may be availablé (emphasis added)Based on thipolicy statement, lhe VSB has an

obligation tousereliable datain determiningstudentenrolment projections.

This sectionprovidesadditionalsources ofeliable data whiclthe VSBnustconsider in the
enrollment forecasts for the Windermere Family of Schools.

6.1 . NHz0S ErdfaGroven

BruceSchooknrolmentis currently in a pattern osteadygrowth.¢ KS +{ . Q& WdzyS HnH
does not mention the stronthe correlationbetweenstudent growth at Collingwood annex and

the corresponding growth at Bruce Scho&hch year Bruc&choolwhich is K to 7)eceivesan

influx of students from its annex, Collingwood anifekich is K3). As there are more families

living in the developments near Joyce Station and higher enrolment at Collingwood annex,

there is also a corresponding increase in Bruce S¢haol & inanRe3sy” U

The following chartdocuments theenrolmentpatterns at Bruce Schodifom 2006 to 2023
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https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUeX5BPValftAmkNs?e=bjRFW7
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUeX5BPValftAmkNs?e=bjRFW7
https://media.vsb.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap_540_zappendix_enrolment_projections.9f0bc614582.pdf

Graham Bruce Elementary Student Enrolment Growth
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(Source: Ministry of Education and CHild Ndp&hdata)

Theabovechartshows that NHzOS { OK22f Q& Sy NP f 2006%02013baitt & Ay |
0KSNBQa 0 Bb3efse bf stéadéngslatBRice Schroim 2014 to the present Since the
lowin 201Z . NHzOS { O é&nfolnenthas in&réasei\sigo.

In 2023, Bruc&choolwill have 283 students and it will be at 92% capacity according to the
VSB's own calculation3.here are so many new students coming to Br8chooln September
2023 from the annex that VSB staff is struggling to find space to accommodate an entire new
classto deal with the enrolmengrowth.

This surge in student numbers is indicativdBafice $hool's popularity and the quality of
education it offers. However, this rapid expansion also poses challenges in terms of
accommodating the growing population.

6.2 VSB'sackof Accuracforecasng. NHzOS Eridiet Q3

The VSB has not been able to accurately preshicbimentgrowth at BruceSchool Here's data
showing the VSB's inability to accurately forecaatlent enrolment

Graham Bruce ElementarySBProjected Growth vs. Actual Growth
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

VSB's projections for Bruce 233 240 245 244 244 233
as perits 2016 Long Range Plan

ActualEnrolmentat Bruce(from 254 246 247 263 270 283
VSB data)
Total # of Bruce Studentsder- 21 6 2 19 26 50

estimatedo @ G KS +{ . ¢

(SourceVancouver School Board 2016 LRFP Appendix G Enrolment by) School
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https://media.vsb.bc.ca/docs/93fb20e7-4b51-4b09-8b0b-2ffec2622176_Appendix-G.pdf

In the VSB'sevised student forecast for 2022031, the VSBitill under-estimatedBruceSchool
enrolmentin 2022by 18 students in 2022 arid 2023 by38 students.The VSR @&ost recent
forecast forBruce Scho6l a emolmentwasmis-calculatedoy 15%.

The VSB has not been able to accurately presficbimentat Bruce Elementary becautieere
arefactorslike local housing developments and transportation initiatiegsloyce Statiowhich
consistently contributdo growth inthe Bruce Scho@reathat are overlookedinthe+ { . Qa
baselineforecastingmethodology

6.3 BC Statisti€® H nForecasfddhildren in RenfreMollingwood

Page 6 of the: { .J@h& 202Report impliesthat a factor in downsizing NHzOS { OiK22f Q&
the decline inthe number of childrenwhich the VSBorecastsover the nextlO years

The VSB's prediction ofsizeabledecline in childrenn the Windermere Family of Schoddsks
validation from BC Statistics' datal'he chart below provides locateaprojections for the
number ofchildrenwho will livein RenfrewCollingwoodover the next 20 yearsom BC
Statistics

BC Statistics' projections of population of children
in Renfrew-Collingwood over the next 20 years
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(Source: BC Stats Open Datdtps://bestats.hinyapps.io/popAppt see population forecastindata by Local Health Arga

According to BC Statistidbe number of children in Renfre@ollingwood is anticipated to
remainrelativelystableuntil 2033andthen will grow by 2043.
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https://media.vsb.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/appendix-e-school-enrolment-forecasts-2022-2031.a6a3eb26208.pdf
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AnMytun6rKyUcpcZivGG-aBaAko?e=wk1CPb
https://bcstats.shinyapps.io/popApp/

¢tKS {. Qa LINRB2SOlA 2 i5nct@hbboratedRty GtieAdgbichkadfie SY NR f Y S
following:
 The/ Ade& 27F = yiicAshk#vSsokBantiaRésiddntial developments in the
future, which will lead taa growingstudentpopulation
 ¢KS +{ .whkichsh®ns &obnsistent 16year history of growth in the student
population at Bruce School
1 Thex { .imM@Mlity to document any decline in tlearolment for Bruce Schoolthe last
10 years.
1 BC Statisticdorecastswhich showa stable and growing population of children in
RenfrewCollingwood over the next 20 years

In 2006, Bruce Schoolhad 334ty ia I yR GKS +{. LJ I OSR LR2NIIl of
to accommodate spaces for students. With the indicators showing steady population growth,

FYR . NHzOS { O knawarer@isg todvafde®sf £ YO dzRSy G as> A dQa Ll2aaj
will be neededagainon the Bruce Field.

. @ Aa4dzoRAQPARAY3I GKS . NHzZOS CAStRX . NHzOS {OK22fQ
will be reduced. Since the VSB has not be able to accurately predict student enrolment for

Bruce Schodbr the last 10 yearsK S+ { .con€usivel® determiniat the Bruce Field will
not be required for future educational purposes.
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7. PROGRAM SPAGESY_TERNATIVE USE OF SPACE

The directive from the Ministry of Education and Child Careli KviShistiyé doncerninghe
School Building Closure and Disposal Pakeadsas follows

OAvailable school space should be available for alternative community use; for example,

early learninggchild care serviceadult and industryraining education programs, family
NBaz2dzZNOS OSyiaNBaz aSyAaAz2zNEQ OSyidNBaszx Lzt Ao
local social servicespmmunity recreation programxs®

School buildings are a valuable asset where communities may find new useandaomw
the future. Boards of education must consider potential needs for alternative community
use¢ (emphasis added

If the VSBs projecting surplus spaces in the Windermere Family of Schbelsjt must
considerthe needs of the communitgnd proposenew uses fothe surplus space The VSB
has presented nplanfor parents to considefor alternative community use of the suius
spacedorecasted for the Windermere Family of Schoalther than disposing of the Bruce
Field.

7.1 Childcare Program Spa@sAlternative Community Use

148 AYRAOIGSR Ay CHiddareaPkograni Spates@ré impoktaniused of $&isoal

sites.¢ KS +£{ . Qa 2LISNI GAy3 cduntihie padeSthaCateind@dizt fori A 2 y & R
schoolage childcare an®i N2y 3 { G NI LINEHI8Ghr& RrogrardSpbsk & Ok ¥ IS K 8
Windermere Family of Schools.

To exemplify howthe VSB couldount Childcare Program Spacas part ofschoolcapacity
calculations considetthe numbersat BruceSchoofor 2022below:

School name 2022Number of Childcare Strong Start TOTAL STUDENT Operating
enrollingstudents | Spaces Needed | Spaces Needed | SPACHESEEDED Capacity of the
building
Bruce 270 30 0 300 307
Total spaces 300

For the 2022year, Bruce Schoakequireda combinedtotal of 300spacesincluding270
enrolling students and 3Childcare Program Spageout of a total o807 available spacedf
BruceSchool students areonsolidatedat neighboring schoolas per the Current LRBRn,
there won't be enough capacity at thoseighboringschools to accommodate bothe
enrolling students and the ChildeaProgram Spaces.

12| Page


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/public-schools/school-building-closure-and-disposal#:~:text=Available%20school%20space%20should%20be,social%20services%2C%20community%20recreation%20programs.

To exemplifythe impactChildcare Program Spadesve onneighbouring school&cilities
consider the followin@022enrolmentnumbersfor neighbouring schools. h€ following table
shows thatonly 230 surplusspacesare availablein all elementary Windermere Family of

Schooldor 2022, aftercountingboth enrollingstudent spaces and Childcare Program Spaces

School name 2022Number of | Childcare Strong Start | TOTAL STUDEN TotalOperating SURPLUS
enrolling Spaces Spaces SFACESIEEDED| Capacity of the SPACES
students Needed Needed building
Collingwood 144 24 20 188 194 6
Grenfell 359 32 20 411 488 77
Norquay 629 58 687 750 63
Renfrew 455 60 20 535 619 84
Total 1,82 2,051 230
spaces
If Childcare Program SpacgsreA y Of dzZRSR ¢A G K (GKS +£{. Qa 2LISNI GA:

then the capacity utilization of Collingwood, Grenfell, Norquay and Rerdoaolsfor 2022
would be at about 90%

If Bruce Schofl a

a 0 dzR S y Was tdasblidztet! initd reighbouring schqalsen there

would be insufficienfacilitiesat those other school® accommodate Bruce Schébénrolling
studentsand Childcare Program Spacé&snce he RenfrewCollingwoodarea is projeted to
grow (and not declineps evidencedby local area data provided sectionss and 6 of this

reportx

For the 2023 school year, both Bruce School and Collingwood Annex are currently so full of
enrolling students that they lack spaaw tedicated schoehdge childcare rooms at their school
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sites. For the past year, the Graham Bruce Elementary Parent Advisory Council and CNH have
advocated to the VSB for a dedicated facilities for Childcare Program Spaces at Bruce School.

7.2  Alternative Conmunity Usefor the Bruce Field

Bruce Studentfully utilize Bruce Field each school day when weather conditions alover
the yearsthe Bruce Field has been used foany programs and community usestside of

school hoursHere are someecentexamples otommunityuses of Bruce Field

(@) The Collingwood Neighbourhood HouseC(NH) is an importancommunity partnerin
programs at Bruce School. Here #ne descriptions ofCNH partnershiprogramsfor
BruceSchoolwhichusethe Bruce Field:
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) Childcare:CNHoffers before-and-after-school care at BrucBchool During the
afternoon portion (36 pm) the children often play on the playground and on
Bruce FieldCNHoperatesthis childcare program Maday toFriday, before and
after school, on professional development days and during school breaks.

(i) Youth Services:CNHhas proposed aew programto start in thefall of 2023
calledd{ OK 2 2 € A b hf@ading applicatiorfor this programit noted
BruceSchooks one of the two schools where this prograouldtake place.
CNHworked with the Windermere Community Schools Team (WCST) to identify
the schools in the applicatig@mndCNH and WCSHill work with the principal at
BruceSchoolwith the proposalto startthe programthis fall. The program is
scheduled tchappen twice a week, after schodl. OK 2 2 f Q& usetbell ¢ 2 dzf R
playground andBruce Fieldecause recreation is an important part of the

program.

(b) BruceField is the only practice field for soccer in the community. Mayngsters who
havecommenced their soccer training at Bruce Field have progressed to become part of
the competitivesoccer leagues &Vestburn and KillarneyThisyear students from Bree
School in the U13 division of Killarney Youth Soccer Association won the Gold Cup in the
intensive Surrey Mayor Cup tournameriturthermore, two of the Bruce School students
who took part in the tournament were also honored with Most Valuable Playairdsvin
recognition of their remarkable determination and spgréssonlike conduct.

Bruce Field serves as a vital hub of activity for both Bruce School students and the wider
community. It stands as a testament to the collaborative efforts between thedchnd the
Collingwood Neighbourhood House (CNH), offering diverse programs that foster growth,
camaraderie, and skill development.

In summary, the guidance provided by the Ministry of Education and Child Care underscores the
importance of utilizing avilable school spaces for various community needs. The necessity to
consider potential alternative community uses becomes evident in the context of projected
surplus spaces within the Windermere Family of Schools.

While the VSB has not yet proposed comprelive plans for these surplus spaces beyond the
consideration of disposing of Bruce Field, the significance of Childcare Program Spaces cannot
be overlooked. These spaces play a pivotal role in school capacity calculations, as demonstrated
by the impact a schools like Bruce, Collingwood, Grenfell, Norquay, and Renfrew.

The Bruce Field serves as important program space because there is a high need for low barrier
access to recreation for the many vulnerable families in the Bruce School community as
conclusvely evidenced by data follow insections8 and 9 of this report
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8. EQUIABLE ACCESSRELREATIGRESOURCES

Order In Council 1280/8®andates equityin public educationéresources are to be allocated

fairlyé @owever, mrksand recreatiorare notequitable across Vancoud Yy SA 3K 2 dzNK 2 2
areas To document the inequityhie Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation has created a

data map The data mausesthree indicator categories (Urban Forest Canopy Coverage,

Demand for Leisure Access Program, Park Access Levels) which are layered atop one another.

The Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation uses the data map to demotis¢rakeed for

by prioritizing investments in certain areas with the view to make parks and recreation more

equitable across Vancouver.

8.1 EquibbleAccess td?arks andRecreation

The following data map shows the areas of Vancouver where the Parks Boaretéasided
that equitable factors need to be considered in plannfimgpink and purple):
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City of Vancouver, Province of British Columbia, Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, NGA, EPA, USDA, NPS, AAFC, NRCan

The data map clearly demonstrates tregjuity indicators are predominately on the east half
of the City of Vancouver.

Thedarkred buildingslayeredon the above data map represeptiblic schools. There are
many schools in the western half of the City of Vancouver wéniehnareasthat have no
significant equity indicatorsBy contrastfhe schooldocated in the most eastern side of
Vancouverincluding Bruce Schoalre inpinkareas where therés a need for equyt to be
considered in planning for parks arecreation.
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8.2 LowerPark Space Per CapitdRenfrewCollingwood

Theamount of park spaces per capita, per hectdrg neighbourhoodn the City of Vancouver
is anotherindicatorto be considered in the decision to subdivide and dispose of public spaces.

As shown on the table beloRenfrewCollingwood is among those of \Guver's areas which
have thelowest park space per capita

Estimated park area per capita, hectares per
1,000 population - 2023 City of Vancouver

West End

Downtown
Grandview-Woodland
Marpole

Mount Pleasant
Fairview
Victoria-Fraserview
>> Renfrew-Collingwood
Sunset

Kerrisdale

Killarney
Kensington-Cedar Cottage
Oakridge

Kitsilano
Hastings-Sunrise
South Cambie
Strathcona
Arbutus-Ridge
Dunbar-Southlands
Riley Park
Shaughnessy

West Point Grey

(Source: City of Vancouver)
Further, there areextreme differences between areaat the high end of the scale (West Point

Grey and Shaughnessy) and those at the lower end of the scale.

The chartgpresented above shothat the Bruce School is situated in an area \Wother access
to public and recreational spacedien compared to otér areas of Vancouver

The vSQ & toJsubdyvidethe Bruce Field laclay concern foequitable access to low barrier
recreation

The proposalto dispose of the Bruce Fieddll not be advantageous for the Bruce School
community as itliminishes the size of the essential play field, further perpetuating the unequal
access to parks and recreation for students in the Rer@elingwood area.
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9. DEMOGRAPHRROFILE GRENFREMWOLLINGWOOD

Thelocal neighbourhoodlatafor RenfrewCollingwoodrom the 2021 Statistics Canada Census
(the "2021 StatLensudatad’) has been recentlynade available

2021 Stats Census Daitays an importantole in planningor the VSBhecause the datés well

recognized irpolicy making as it providesluable insights into the needsreferencesand

behaviors of the local populatioriThe VSB should tailptansfor school sitesvith

demographidatato alignitsplansg A 1 K G KS 02 Y'Y dzy Ahusfataringsucdedsl O S NA
and enhancing usabilityThis approach will lead to more effective use of resources.

The next sections presekeydemographidnformationfrom the 2021 StatsCensudata.

9.1 Population

According tahe 2021 Stat€ensudata RenfrewCollingwood has thhighest populationin
Vancouver outside of the downtown core.
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